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1. The immune system is a major driver of clonal selection in DNA mismatch and base 
excision repair deficient colorectal cancers. (This thesis) 
2. The correlation between clinicopathological parameters and the composition of the tumors' 
immune microenvironment supports the development of immuno-therapeutic and/or 
-prophylactic strategies for Lynch syndrome patients. (This thesis) 
3. The widespread loss of HLA class I expression observed in DNA mismatch and base 
excision repair deficient colorectal cancers does not support the employment of cytotoxic T 
cell-based therapies. (This thesis) 
4. The reversible nature of insertions and deletions at TGFBR2's microsatellite suggests the 
re-evaluation of the functional consequences of microsatellite instability at other target genes 
in DNA mismatch repair deficient colorectal cancers. (This thesis) 
5. Understanding cancer as a disease starts with identifying crucial environmental forces 
and corresponding adaptive cellular strategies. Characterizing evolving populations solely by 
their genetic changes prior to understanding these fundamental evolutionary forces is likely 
to be futile. (R. f. Gillies et al., Nature Rev Cancer (2012), 487-493) 
6. Much of the disease burden in more-developed societies might be partly ascribable to the 
downside of immuno-genetic adaptions that were originally selected, in a different social 
context, for their beneficial value. (M. F. Greaves, Lancet (2000), 356:1034) 
7. A high journal impact factor can be the skewed result of many citations of a few papers 
rather than the average level of the majority, reducing its value as an objective measure of an 
individual paper. P Campbell. Nature's Editor-in-Chief Ethics Sci Environ Polit (2008), 8: 5-7. 
8. The insecurity in scientific careers and the "publish or perish" philosophy are likely to be 
strong contributors to the lack of robust reproducibility in scientific literature. 
9. Humanistic motivations should always prevail over egocentric ones in scientific research. 
The disenchantment with science's values and ideals among young researchers should not be 
simply considered as "part of the struggle". 
10. It is always advisable to perceive clearly our ignorance. (Charles Darwin. The expression of 
emotions in man and animals (1872)) 
